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i The mihrab is a niche in the
—: wall of the mosque indicating
""" : the direction of Mecca.
i When Muslims pray, they ;
i face Mecca, their holiest city. |
i Mecca is also the destination : |
: for the important pilgrimage
i called haj.
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i Muslim men are expected to
i go to the mosque for Friday
: prayers. The prayers follow
 fixed movements taught by

¢ the Prophet Muhammad,

i who received the spiritual

i revelations known as the

¢ Quran around 1,400 years

i ago. Women may also join

i the prayer, but they go to

i a separate section of the They wash their faces, arms,
i mosque. Besides the Friday J - - head and feet in a special

; prayers, most Muslims are ok 2 o S . 0 st i lbod, s
taught to pray five times day. . o - cleansed before performing
"""""""" their prayers. Every mosque
has a washing area outside

i the hall for this purpose,
: called an ablution centre.

i Worshippers come into the
mosque barefoot. They must
also perform wudu, a ritual
washing, before they pray.
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